[Date]

[Your name

Your address]

[Name of Prime/Minister/Member of Parliament]

Parliament Buildings

Wellington 6160

Dear [Name]

I/we write with regard to the decision, recently made public, to remove Ministry of Education funding for School Support Services in the Learning Languages area of the curriculum throughout New Zealand. Regional advisory services offered through School Support Services will cease to be available from the end of this year.

Learning Languages, the newest learning area in the New Zealand Curriculum, has made significant progress since its inception. The fruit of support and investment in this area is beginning to be evidenced in the developing learning programmes in New Zealand primary, intermediate and secondary schools. The contribution that the regional advisory service has made to this growth, particularly in the Year 7 to 10 area, should not be underestimated.  Teachers, Principals and, by implication learners of languages, have benefitted greatly from regional support offered by the regional languages advisors.  

If we are to follow the vision of the New Zealand Curriculum to support our learners to be ‘confident, connected, actively involved and lifelong learners’ (Ministry of Education, 2007, p.8.),  then we need to embrace the learning of other languages. This is already the case internationally. A recommendation on key competencies for lifelong learning adopted by the European Council on Education and the European Parliament in December 2006 (European Council, 2006) sets out the following eight for adoption by member states: ‘(i) Communication in the mother tongue; (ii) Communication in foreign languages; (iii) Mathematical competence and basic competences in science and technology; (iv) Digital competence; (v) Learning to learn; (vi) Social and civic competences; (vii) Sense of initiative and entrepreneurship; and (viii) Cultural awareness and expression.’

Rather than cutting vital support services to those teaching languages we should be celebrating the work that they do and allowing them to continue to improve the opportunities for teachers and learners to become linguistically and interculturally competent citizens of not just Aotearoa-New Zealand but of the world.

It is therefore of great concern to us that the removal of this support will mean that schools will no longer be able, or be motivated, to sustain programmes for languages, particularly those in their infancy. It is my/our belief that the government has a responsibility to ensure that the excellent work to date in the Learning Languages area is not threatened or undermined.

I/we urge you to give immediate consideration to this matter and provide details of your party’s response to this situation as we look to the post-election government in this country.

In conclusion I/we would like to leave you with a statement that resonates strongly with the goals of the New Zealand Association of Language Teachers:  ‘We are fortunate to speak a global language but in a smart and competitive world, exclusive reliance on English leaves (us) vulnerable and dependent on the linguistic competence and the goodwill of others (Nuffield Languages Inquiry, UK, 2000).

Yours faithfully

(Ka nui te mihi ki a koutou mōu koutou mahi i ngā reo.

Greetings to you for your work in support of languages.)

